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4-H Family News

Looking Back 2025: So Many Changes!
Another 4-H year has come to a close, and a new one is just beginning. This last 
year has been full of changes, and now that the dust has started to settle, I am 
looking forward to what those changes will bring in the new year. If you haven’t
been to the office in the last nine months, we have moved!  We are still in the 
same building but up one floor.  The move was a little chaotic, and I am still 
unpacking and reorganizing as I find time, but I am enjoying our new space.  
When you come to visit us in the new space, you will see some new faces, too. 
Cheryl is our new secretary. She has been here for the last nine months since 
Tina’s retirement in December and has been busy learning all about 4-H and 
Extension.  More recently, Maddie joined our team in July, and she is filling our 
temporary program worker position until October 31. Cheryl’s and Maddie’s 
contact information is in the right column. I have included a brief intro paragraph 
from Maddie below. 

Hello! My name is Maddie! After 15 years of participating in Macomb County’s 4-
H program, I moved to East Lansing to pursue my Bachelor of Science in 
Agribusiness Management from Michigan State University. During my time 
there, I spent a year working at the Farm Service Center, assisting the animal 
farms with special projects, feed supply, and manure management. I graduated 
this past December and returned to the Thumb area. My passion is all things 
agriculture, but I love to learn new skills and hobbies. My main focus will be to 
bring more SPIN clubs to Lapeer County. These are short SPecial INterest clubs 
that are designed to be a lower time commitment than your traditional project.I
am working on some new events, to be sure to watch your emails for the next 
few months. Hope to see you there!

Looking Ahead! Save the Dates:

Sarah Griffin       
graversa@msu.edu            
Program Coordinator

Madelynn DeVlaminck 
devlami1@msu.edu          
Extension Program Worker

Cheryl Hall                              
Cheryl.hall@affiliate.msu.edu 
Secretary

https://www.canr.msu.edu/lapeer

Facebook: LapeerCounty4h

County Award Applications Due | Oct. 15th | 4:30pm 

Annual Awards Ceremony  | Nov. 2nd | 1:00pm | Hideaway Lanes

Jr. Fairboard Applications Due | Nov 15th | EMSF

Spark & Share Summit | March 7th | Frankenmuth

Spring Achievement |  March 14th |  TBD

Fundraiser Auction |  April 17th and 18th |  Bells Event Center

Exploration Days |  June 24th-26th |  MSU Campus

Lapeer County 4-H Day Camp | July 8th-10th | Camp Lael

Eastern Michigan State Fair  | July 28th – August 1st | EMSF

Lapeer County

SEPTEMBER 2025

(810) 667-0341

msue.lapeer@lapeer.msu.edu



COUNTY 4-H NEWS

Time to Re-Enroll

County Awards:  Applications and Process
County Awards recognize youth for their outstanding efforts, progress, growth, and achievements as Lapeer County 4-H 

members.  There are a variety of awards available, and all youth can directly apply for any award that they are interested in and 

eligible to receive. I encourage all members to look at the awards overview and to think about applying for a county 

award. Youth and Parents can also nominate a leader or other volunteer or supporter for an award too!

The awards overview and all award applications are available at the 4-H office, by email or online at

www.canr.msu.edu/lapeer/lapeer_county_4_h/county_awards_program 

All Applications and nominations are due by October 15th.   

Awards Ceremony and Family Bowling

Please join us Sunday, November 2nd for the 2024-
2025 Lapeer County 4-H Awards Ceremony and 
Family Bowling. It will be held at Hideaway Lanes in 
Almont. The Awards Ceremony will start at 1:00pm 
and will be followed by Lunch and 2 games of free 
bowling. All Lapeer County 4-H members and their 
families are invited and encouraged to attend! There 
is no cost to participate in this event. 

To RSVP or for more information contact Sarah at 
(810)667-0341 or graversa@msu.edu
You can also RSVP at: https://tinyurl.com/awardsbowl 

4-Honline Member and Volunteer enrollment is now open for 
the 2025-2026 program year. Please go to 
https://v2.4honline.com/  and log-in to re-enroll.  If you need 
assistance, please contact the office.  Please re-enroll as soon 
as possible. Current enrollment is required to participate in 
most 4-H events and to be eligible for awards. Be sure to 
update any changes in medical information, emergency 
contacts, phone numbers or emails.  You can add an email for 
each person enrolled if members would like to receive their own 
email updates and newsletters.  If you are unsure which clubs, 
you will be participating in, you may register in the club “General 
Experience” and we can add clubs to your profile later.  If you 
have any questions regarding enrollment, call the office at 810-
667-0341 and Cheryl or Sarah can help you.

http://www.canr.msu.edu/lapeer/lapeer_county_4_h/county_awards_program
https://tinyurl.com/awardsbowl
https://v2.4honline.com/
https://v2.4honline.com/


TOPIC AREA

CrowdPower Campaign

CrowdPower the is MSU crowdfunding platform, which functions similarly to sites such as go fund me. However, CrowdPower 
is a free resource available to colleges and units at Michigan State University.

Lapeer County 4-H will launch a CrowdPower campaign on October 1st that will run until October 31st.  We have a goal of 
raising $2,500. 100% of the funds raised will come directly to Lapeer County 4-H.

Our goal of raising $2,500 will assist in purchasing updated curriculums, art and craft supplies, wildlife identification items, 
STEM kits, gardening tools, fishing poles and gear, and much more to make the educational goals of local youth a reality. 

There are many ways you can help!

• Stop by the office and pick up a “4-H Grows Here” yard sign to put up at your home or business for the month of October.

• Share the following message on your social media:
• 4-H helps thousands of young people explore what interests and excites them as they grow through the program. 

From program areas ranging from arts to animal science, environmental education to engineering, and leadership to 
life skills, 4-H provides fun, educational opportunities that empower young people with skills to lead for a lifetime and 
become the foundation for future success. By clicking the link below and making a gift today, you will provide our 
youth more opportunities to explore their passions through Short Term Special Interest (SPIN) Clubs, 
Workshops/Clinics, Day Camps, Leadership Trainings and Conferences and Community Service Projects. 
https://givingto.msu.edu/crowdpower/lapeer-4h 

• Ask three people to donate $10. We can far exceed our goal of $2,500, if each family were able to secure just $30 in 
donations. 

• Share your 4-H Story!  Tell people what 4-H has meant to you or your children and let them know how they can help!

County 4-H News

Leader and Volunteer Annual Update and Training
Annual Leader Updates are short meetings that provide important information and policy updates to Club 

Administrative Leaders. Attendance during an update is required for at least one representative or 

Administrative Leader from every club and committee, in order for them to remain active, however, all 

County 4-H volunteers are welcome to attend.  Leader updates can be helpful to anyone in a volunteer role. 

Leader updates will be offered at the Lapeer County MSU Extension office on the following dates and times or 

by appointment. Please select a day from below and let Sarah know the day you plan to attend.  

September 18th at 6:00pm (RSVP Required)

October 18th  at 10:00am (RSVP Required)

October 20th at 5:30pm (This is right before Council)

Annual Financial Reports and Club/Committee Paperwork
All Club and Committee annual financial summary reports, civil rights compliance and club registrations are 

due to the office no later than October 1st. If you need assistance, please contact Sarah prior to September 27th 

to allow for enough time to complete the form before the 1st.  All paperwork has been emailed to the 

designated club/committee contact on file.  

https://givingto.msu.edu/crowdpower/lapeer-4h
https://givingto.msu.edu/crowdpower/lapeer-4h
https://givingto.msu.edu/crowdpower/lapeer-4h


COUNTY 4-H NEWS
Lapeer County 4-H Members Sweep Statewide Contests

The end of the summer season has been marked by outstanding 
achievements for Lapeer County 4-H youth. A dedicated group of talented 
young equestrians and sharpshooters brought home an impressive array of 
medals and ribbons from the Michigan 4-H State Horse Show and the 
Michigan 4-H State Shooting Sports Tournament. 

Rowan Conley, Isabel Craig, and Alivia Krajenta captivated judges and spectators alike during the Michigan 4-H State Horse Show held at the 
Farm Bureau Pavilion in Lansing, August 14-17, 2025. Conley, a member of North Branch Finishline Livestock 4-H Club, placed Fifth in 
Ranch Riding, First in Reining, and First in Ranch Trail before moving on to the Champions Class and Placing Top Five. Craig, a member of 
Flying Hooves 4-H Club, placed Fourth in Showmanship, First and Top Five in Huntseat Equitation, Second and Reserve Grand Champion in 
Horsemanship, and Second and Grand Champion in Hunter Under Saddle.  Krajenta, a member of Equestrian Connection 4-H Club, placed 
Eighth in the Photography Contest, Seventh in Pole Bending, Eighth in Cloverleaf Barrel, Second and Reserve Grand Champion in Down and 
Back, and First and Reserve Grand Champion in Indiana Flag Race. 

Earlier in the month, 4-H members from the Hot Shots 4-H Club earned recognition for their skills at the Michigan 4-H State Shooting Sports 
Tournament held on August 2 at the Saginaw Field and Stream Club in Saginaw. Among the local victors were Lapeer County 4-H Members, 
Albert Pearsall, Iris Fagerlie, Georgianna Annabel, Leevii Turrell, Isaiah Seidell, Aurora Marcotte, and Ben Selaty. In the individual .22 Field 
Rifle competition, Pearsall placed First, taking Second was Fagerlie, and in the team division, Pearsall, Fagerlie, and Selaty placed Third.  In 
the individual Archery unsighted competition, Marcotte placed Second. From the Muzzleloading Open competition, Annabel took First, and 
Turrell placed second. In the team division, Annabel and Turrell placed First. Seidell brought home First in the Muzzleloading traditional 
competition. 

Additionally, earlier this year, 4-H members participated in a Meats Judging contest in Lansing on May 7 at the MSU Meats Lab. The senior 
team placed fifth. Individually, Rowan Conley placed 6th in the senior division and Zoey Suszko placed third in the junior division. Ivanna 
Castro also completed the contest as an 8 year old!

These victories are not merely a reflection of the members' abilities but also of the tireless efforts of their club leaders and volunteers. 



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Michigan 4-H license plate now available!

Michigan drivers have a new way to show their 4-H pride while supporting 4-H youth 

development programming: through the purchase of the newly released Michigan 4-H 

license plate. Available at the Michigan Secretary of State, the plate prominently 

displays the signature 4-H clover and part of the proceeds from every sale and renewal 

will go to support Michigan 4-H youth.

“We are elated that the Michigan 4-H license plate is officially here,” said Quentin Tyler, 

director of Michigan State University Extension, which is home to the Michigan 4-H 

program. “We hope the many members of our Michigan 4-H community –youth, parents, 

alumni and supporters – will consider supporting 4-H by purchasing a plate as they 

renew their licenses this year.”

Similar to other special cause fundraising license plates in the state, the Michigan 4-H license plate will cost $35, with $25 of 

the purchase fee benefiting Michigan 4-H Youth Development. A $10 fee will also be charged to benefit Michigan 4-H when 

the plate is renewed. License plates may be ordered by visiting Michigan.gov/sos, by mailing in a form or scheduling a visit 

to any Secretary of State office. The plate will be delivered by mail in two to three weeks. 

To learn more, visit extension.msu.edu/4-HPlate.

2025 Mark of Excellence Award Winners 

Every year, counties across Michigan offer 4-H youth, ages 10 and 11, the opportunity to participate in Michigan 4-H State Awards’ 4-H 

Mark of Excellence essay contest. The essay theme is “Beyond Ready” and the youth referred to the various ways that 4-H is helping to 

prepare them to be ready for their future, be it work, college or life in general.

As part of the contest, up to two 4-H youth essays from each county are selected to be recognized as award winners. In 2025, the 

following 28 4-H members from 22 counties were selected as the 2025 Mark of Excellence county winners.

• Simran Adnani, Wayne County

• Abigail Baker, Cass County

• Claire Blaszyk, Oakland County

• Snyder Dunlap, Jackson County

• Lilly Edick, Gladwin County

• Alicia Etter, Sanilac County

• Chloe F., Ingham County

• Adreann Guikema, Newaygo County

• Colton Guy, Barry County

• Autumn Johnloz, St. Joseph County 

Each recipient will receive a medal, and their winning essays will be added to the Mark of Excellence history book at the Michigan 

4-H Foundation and State 4-H Office at MSU Extension. Congratulations to our winners!

To learn more about the Michigan 4-H State Awards, visit www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_scholarships_and_recognition_program/4-h-awards-

and-recognition-program/Youth-Recognition/index.

• Nolan King, Branch County

• Jude Martin, Ionia County

• Madison McGuire, Midland County

• Richie McNutt, Washtenaw County

• Trula Michel, Monroe County

• Penelope Moore, Sanilac County 

• VanAnder Noordyk, Marquette County

• Victoria Perez, Washtenaw County

• Madeline Piwowarski, Wexford County

• Breelyn Pullins, Berrien County

• Hadley Schafer, Monroe County

• Kristina Schwarz, Oakland County

• Asher Smith, Livingston County

• Jolene Smith, Ionia County

• Bette Stemaly, St Joseph County

• Autumn Wellington, Lapeer County

• Tierney Westrate, Allegan County

• Josephine Wiltshire, Osceola County
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National 4-H Week: October 5-11

For more than 115 years, 4-H has inspired families, shaped careers, and impacted communities. From October 5-11, we will 
celebrate the impact of 4-H during National 4-H Week. The theme of this year’s National 4-H Week is “Beyond Ready.” This 
theme celebrates how 4-H is building a ready generation in a world of change, equipping youth with skills for the future while 
meeting them where they are today.

Learn more about ways you can celebrate during National 4-H Week at https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/national-4-h-week. 

The Michigan 4-H State Awards program recognized 
outstanding 4-H members during 4-H Exploration Days on 
June 18. A Michigan 4-H State Award is the highest honor 
bestowed on Michigan 4-H members and recognizes 
excellence in learning, leadership and service. 

In total, 38 4-H members from 15 counties submitted 
applications for this year’s program. Recipients of the 
2025 awards are:

2025 Michigan 4-H State Award winners announced

• Achievement: William Rogers of Washtenaw County
• Beef Science: Emma Verbeek of Delta County (junior division)
• Birds and Poultry Science: Avery Mastej of Van Buren County (junior division)
• Civic Engagement and Service: Brandon Fisher of Monroe County (senior division)
• Companion Animal Science: Taylor Johnson of St. Joseph County (junior division) and Makenzie Rehberg of Monroe 

County (senior division)
• Dairy Science: Adrianne Balchik of Gogebic County (junior division) and Harper Jane Adkins of Washtenaw County 

(senior division)
• Equine Science: Lillian Wasson of Oceana County (junior division)
• Food, Nutrition, Health and Fitness: Vivienne Turri of Washtenaw County (junior division)
• Gardening and Horticulture: Trent Simons of Otsego County (junior division)
• Goat Science: Aleah Simpson of Houghton County (junior division) and Alison Borowski of Alpena County (senior division)
• Leadership: Zoe Rorick of Lenawee County (senior division)
• Rabbit and Cavy Science: Lyla Lapaugh of Eaton County (junior division)
• Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM): John Jinks of Monroe County (junior division)
• Sheep Science: Morgen Schmidt of Monroe County (junior division) and Owen Plum of Lenawee County (senior division)
• Swine Science: Taylor Trattles of St. Joseph County (junior division)
• Visual, Performing and Expressive Arts: Verina Duncan of Eaton County (senior division)

The Michigan 4-H State Awards Program is open to 4-H members who are 12-19 years old with two or more years of 
4-H experience. To qualify, 4-H’ers must submit a written application that showcases the learning experiences, knowledge 
and skills they’ve acquired through 4-H, as well as their contributions to 4-H communities. Submissions are reviewed by a 
selection committee. In addition to a plaque, each 4-H State Award winner in the senior division received a $300 cash award, 
junior winners received $100 cash awards, and achievement award winner received $500. These awards are made possible 
by generous donations to the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/national-4-h-week
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STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Safe food for 4-H events

Food safety is important when hosting food events or fundraisers. A new fact 

sheet, Safe Food for 4-H Events, was created to provide education and 

resources for 4-H staff, volunteers and youth who are coordinating and 

participating in 4-H food fundraisers or events. View the factsheet at 

www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events. 

In addition, MSU Extension held a training on food safety best practice guidelines 

for those who are planning for, preparing and implementing food fundraisers or 

events. 4-H families are encouraged to watch the training online at  

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/Safe+Food+for+4-H+Events/1_krsqfes3.

As 4-H families plan fundraisers and other activities throughout the year, 

remember to review these important resources as a reminder of food safety best 

practice recommendations.

Going home: Biosecurity tips for animals that travel off the farm

Adapted from: https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/biosecurity_tips_for_animals_that_went_to_the_county_fair.

Animals that are exhibited at the county fair, jackpot shows, and other exhibitions are likely near and dear to their exhibitor’s hearts.

Michigan State University Extension offers these biosecurity steps exhibitors can take to protect their show animals and those that were 

left at home once the event has ended.

• Keep animals that left home separate from animals that did not for a minimum of 14 days. If at all possible, do not allow nose-to-nose 

contact and provide as much distance between animals.

• Disinfect all buckets, feeders, tools and footwear that left home.

• Throw away any feed or hay that left home.

• Always wear clean clothes and footwear. Boot coverings may be helpful when caring for isolated animals.

• Take care of animals that stayed home from the show first, and animals that were at the show second. Do not go back and forth 

between animals as this increases the risk of cross-contamination.

• Do not eat or drink in the barn.

• Observe animals daily for signs and symptoms of illness, such as: 

• Obvious pain or discomfort

• Decrease in appetite and water intake

• Fever

• Lethargy

• Diarrhea or changes in consistency in manure

• Discharge from nasal cavity or eyes

• Overall weakness

Care of animals after traveling is just as critical as their pre-show care. Exhibited animals were exposed 

to new animal populations and fair-goers, and will typically experience a lot of stress during their time 

away from home. By practicing these biosecurity steps, you can help keep all of your animals safe and 

healthy.

http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/safe-food-for-4-h-events
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/Safe+Food+for+4-H+Events/1_krsqfes3
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/Safe+Food+for+4-H+Events/1_krsqfes3
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/Safe+Food+for+4-H+Events/1_krsqfes3
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/biosecurity_tips_for_animals_that_went_to_the_county_fair
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/


TOPIC AREA County Calendar of Events

Extension Office Closed……………………………………………………………………………….9/1

EMSF Board Meeting at Fairgrounds………………………….………….…………9/3: 7:00pm

Flower Workshop at Ankley’s………………....……………………………………….9/4: 6:00pm

Camp Committee…………………………………….………….………….……………… 9/9: 6:00pm

Ambassador Meeting……….…………………………………..….……….…………..9/15: 5:00pm

Livestock Committee Meeting…………………………………………….…………9/15: 6:00pm

Council Meeting………………………………………….……………………….………..9/15: 7:00pm

Leader Update (RSVP Required)……….………………….……………..…………9/18: 6:00pm

Horse Committee Meeting…………………………………………………………….9/22: 6:30pm

Robotics Workshop………………………………………………………………………..9/24: 5:30pm

Camp Counselor Wrap-up Meeting………………..………………………………9/30: 6:00pm

EMSF Board Meeting at Fairgrounds………………………….………….………10/1: 7:00pm

Auction Committee Meeting………………………………………….………………10/7: 5:30pm

Awards Applications Due……………………..………….…………………………..10/15: 4:30pm

Camp Committee Meeting……………………………….………………………….10/16: 6:00pm

Leader Update (RSVP Required)……….……………………………..…………10/18: 10:00am

Leader Update (RSVP Required)……….……………………..………..…………10/20: 5:30pm

Council Meeting………………………………………………………………………….10/20: 7:00pm

Award Interviews……………………………………………………………….…………….10/21: TBA

Horse Committee Meeting………………………....……………………………….10/27: 6:30pm

September

October



STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 11: 4-H Volunteer Webinar – Planning with Purpose: Designing Your Best 4-H Year Yet

Online

This webinar will guide volunteers through seasonal planning, setting goals and aligning club 

activities with youth development outcomes. This session will be offered twice. 

• 12 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-planning-with-

purpose-designing-your-best-4-h-year-yet-noon

• 7 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-planning-with-

purpose-designing-your-best-4-h-year-yet-7pm 

September 17: Adulting 101 – Professionalism: Communicate, Dress & Deliver with Confidence

Online

Participants will learn the essentials for thriving in any professional environment—from effective 

verbal and written communication to dressing the part and following through on commitments.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-professionalism%20(COPY_1754674660740) 

September 18: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar – Friendly but Firm: Boundaries that Make 

Volunteering Better

Online

Learn how to say “yes” with intention, “no” without guilt, and keep your 4-H experience fun, respectful, 

and drama-free. This session will be offered twice.

• 12 p.m.: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-friendly-but-firm-boundaries-

that-make-volunteering-better-noon

• 7 p.m.: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-friendly-but-firm-boundaries-

that-make-volunteering-better-7pm

September 20: 2025 Michigan 4-H Dog Show

Shiawassee County Fairgrounds, Corunna

The 4-H State Dog Show is an annual, single-day event that brings together 4-Hers from counties 

across Michigan. Spectators welcome.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/2025-michigan-state-4-h-dog-show

September 20-21: Fall 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification for Adults and Teens

Shiawassee Conservation Association, Owosso

Learn about 4-H shooting sports mission policy, risk management and safety, discipline-specific 

equipment use, and care, how to teach shooting fundamentals to youth, range set-up, and more.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/fall-2025-4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-certification-for-adults-and-teens

October 3: Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting

Henry Center for Executive Development, Lansing

4-H donors are encouraged to attend and vote on all items at the meeting.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-foundation-annual-membership-meeting 

 

Wild Spartans 
Series returns

Starting in October, the Wild 

Spartans Series is back! Join 

4-H staff as they take a look 

into life working with fisheries 

and wildlife! Follow along to 

climb through bogs, peer into 

bear dens, mist net songbirds, 

snorkel for fish, or perhaps 

even tag deer. Meet natural 

resources professionals, learn 

about their field work, and the 

education and career path 

they've followed to get there. 

Monthly sessions will begin in 

October and be held on the 

second Tuesday of the month 

at 6:30 p.m. EST. Each 30-

minute session will feature 1-2 

guest speakers. Youth will be 

encouraged to ask questions to 

learn more through a live Q&A 

with scientists. 

This free virtual series is open 

to 4-H and non-4-H youth ages 

12-19 years. Pre-registration is 

required: www.canr.msu.edu/

events/wild-spartans-monthly-

wildlife-fisheries-webinar-

series-2025-2026. 
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MSU Extension

1800 Imlay City Road
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Lapeer County

Learn more about how you can grow with Lapeer County 4-H!

https://www.canr.msu.edu/lapeer/lapeer_county_4_h/

Facebook: @LapeerCounty4H
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